Kim B. Williams
Chairman

J. Jeffiy Wahlen
Chair-Elert

Thnmas A. Berron
Immegdiete Past Chair

Erin Ennig
Trousuror

Sua Diek
Prasicont

Cxncutive Committos:
Aaron Boyetta

Brysn Desloge

Jaek B, Diestolhorst
Randall W. Hanna
L Harvoy

Pattl A. Hilaman
Gecky tiner

Karen.-B, Moore

F. Edward Murruy, Ji.
David Powell

David B. Ramisay
Frank Waod

TALI.AHASSEE

Al AN cuy

!l”l'

P.O. Box 1639
100N, Dyvat Si.
Tallahassee, ML 32302

Phore: 850 224-8116

Fas: H50 5819860
www. | gleliamber.rom

ATTACHMENT # -;

PAGE / OF ]

Ch mber

GRPATEE TAILANAGEEE CO2rDER DF COnmisla

 Forwides Capwidd ror Busthess
Mareh 10, 2003 RECE'VED
Chairman Tony Grippa and ' ' MR 1¢ ..
Members, Board of County Commissioners : b
Leon County Courthouse GREENBERG TR AURIS

302 S. Mornroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

& Chairman Reginald L. Bouthillier, Jr., and
Members, Tallahassee-Leon County Planning Commission
Greenberg Traurig
P.O. Drawer 1838
Tallahassee, FL 32302

Re:  Proposed Inclusionary Housing Ordinance

Dear Chairman Grippa:

On behalf of the Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce, Inc., I am writing to
respectfully request that the Board of County Commissioners and the Tallahassee-
Leon County Planning Commission not adopt the proposed “inclusionary housing”
ordinance, and that they take additional steps before implementing County Housing
Policies 1.3.6, 1.3.7 and 1.3.8.

The Chamber has concluded that the interests of the community would be best served
by reiection of the proposed implementing ordinance, and by further analysis and
review of implementation options with particular émphasis on market-based

strategies. While we appreciate that a variety of constituencies — including the
Chamber -- were involved in early stages of work on this proposal, we do not believe
the fina} work product scheduled for hearings this month represents either a genuine
consensus or a pubhc policy which can be reconciled with more urgent pubhc-pnvate

initiatives.

We are especially concerned that mandatory “inclusionary housing” is a Jocal
government requirement which has not been implemented by any other city or county
in Florida. Only Key West has a mandatory inclusionary housing requirement, and
your staff report that is has not been implemented. We are concerned that
implementation of such a new mandate in our community at this time would send 2
very negative signal about our local government regulatory climate. Particularly

when our community’s top priority is — and ought to be - the aggressive recruitment
of new private-sector payrolls jn this time of dec]ining state employment, for our




ATTACHMENT # 3
PAGE ya OF 2

county and city governments to pioneer this “command-and-control” approach for
affordable housing in Florida seems imprudent. ‘

We are not recommending repeal of County Housing Policies 13.6,1.3.70rl.3.8at
this time. We appreciate the need for more affordable housing in the community, and
the social benefits from the dispersal of such housing throughout Tallahassee and
Leon County. We also acknowledge the sacial benefits of home ownership.
However, the Chamber is not convinced these benefits can be achieved only through
imposition of a new regulatory mandate, particularly one which lacks adequate
financial support for those in the private-sector who will be forced to provide this
low-cost housing.

The Chamber urges the Board of County Commissioners and the Planning
Commission to identify and review policy choices for less burdensome and more
equitable measures to achieve these goals. The Chamber is especially interested in
seeing an incentives-based approach to providing affordable housing in new
residential communities. We realize staff has informed you that such approaches
have not proven effective clsewhere in Florida. If 50, this conclusion may mean that
those other communities did not properly design their incentive-based strategies or
nave underestimated the real cost. In any cvent, their failures should not be an excuse
for our community to adopt this new mandate ~ particularly when those other
communities have not taken that step themselves.

In closing, let me thank you again for allowing the Chamber to participate in the early
stages of preparing this ordinance. We welcome the opportunity to provide
additional assistance in identifying and reviewing altemative policy choices that will
generally meet these policy goals.

Sincerely,

Kim B. Williams
Chairman
Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce

Cc:  Chamber Board of Directors
Economic Developraent Council Board of Directors
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